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STA May Membership Meeting

Time: 6:00 pm Thursday May 29, refreshments at 5:30 pm.
Location: 123 East 15 St, Seafarers & International House — 2nd floot.
Topic: Recycling Outreach & Education.

The Office of Recycling Outreach and Education is a year-old program funded by the City Council to
increase participation in the residential recycling program. Each borough has one dedicated Recycling Outreach
Coordinator who conducts outreach in targeted districts, typically where recycling rates are the lowest.

Current areas of focus are East and Central Harlem in Manhattan; the South Bronx; Williamsburg, Greenpoint
and Bedford Stuyvesant in Brooklyn; Astoria, LIC, Sunnyside, East Corona, East Elmhurst and Jackson Heights
in Queens; and pretty much all of Staten Island. In addition to a variety of public events they provide free
building recycling assessments to evaluate programs and assist in the implementation of improvements, and
also provide training for supers and maintenance teams as well as sessions for tenants.

STA Angels Come to Aid of Convent
NEW YORK BOILER, INC. By Roberto Cardona, Past-President. May 5, 2008

Caring for New York's boilers since 1945

All Welding Repairs + Tube Replacement
Boiler Cleaning ' Truck-Mounted Power Vac
Cast Iron Sections - Hot Water Coils
Fire Brick - Refractory - Dry Ovens
National Board (R) Stamp # 1035

DONALD BERGER  (718)251-3000
RICHARD BERGER  www.nyboiler.com

AA

Window parts & hardware
» balances, spirals, block & tackle & other
components parts o all items in stock
® discount prices
phone: 718-364-6234 fax: 718-364-6903
1-800-804-0147
2990 Jerome Ave. Bronx, NY 10468

sService Available

The work at the convent started a few weeks ago
when 1 got word that the nuns at Our Lady Queen of
Angels needed some assistance. I had previously
helped them get their water heater started (the
circuit breaker had tripped). '

This time they told me that they needed help
with a few things in the convent, I called President
Peter Grech and together we went and assessed the
work that was needed.

We started work with a crew of six members of
our Executive Committee: Peter Grech, Curt
Bergeest, Fred Ripley, Keith Williams, Carlos
Henriquez and myself.

We purchased materials and started work
upstairs and downstairs of the convent. Upstairs,
Curt worked on a sink while Carlos, Keith and Fred
worked on the mold in two bathrooms - bleaching,
scraping and skim coating the walls and ceilings.
Peter and I were downstairs running wire and



installing a new door bell. There is about one more
day's work before we will be finished.

The nuns are very happy and always keep us in
their prayers. This past week some of the other guys
couldn't make it, so the guys who deserve the credit
for the work performed is Keith and Fred. They did
the sanding and priming in the bathrooms this past
week. We need to gather up one more time and
finish up. But so far, so good.!

NYC Water Rates Up 14.5%
By David Seifiman, New York Post, May 17 08

NO MATTER how sunny it is this summer, you're
going to get soaked if you're a homeowner, because
the Water Board yesterday approved a 14.5 percent
hike in water rates that takes effect July 1.

That will bump up the bill for the average one-
family home from $699 to $801 a year.

Board members reluctantly voted 6-0 to approve
the increase. One member, Marilyn Gelber, was
absent. Water rates rose last year by 11.5 percent.

Chairman Jim Tripp said he had even
contemplated resigning because he felt ratepayers
were being forced to unfairly subsidize "rental"”
payments to the city under an outdated deal signed
two decades ago.

This year's payment is $68 million, equivalent to
about 3 percentage points on the rate hike. Next
year's is set at $122 million.

"T felt very strongly that there be some material
give from City Hall this year," Tripp said. "That,
I'm giving up on."

Still, he and the others voted for the hike - the
highest since 1992 - after being assured by
Environmental Protection Commissioner Emily

Lloyd of a meeting with Mayor Bloomberg and a

complete review of the rate structure,

"It is very much on everyone's mind on whether
there is a justification for structuring it this way,"
Lloyd said.

"It's just an outrage," said City Councilman
David Weprin (D-Queens). "There's really nothing
to talk about. They know the facts."

Councilman James Gennaro (D-Queens) said he
didn't see how the administration could swrender
any funds next year with a major deficit projected.

"This year we have a $4.5 billion surplus,” he
said. "Next year we're not going to have a surplus.”

Gennaro accused the Water Board of caving to
the administration,

"The Water Board, the entity that's supposed to
be separate from the Bloomberg administration, is
completely controlled by the Bloomberg
administration and what the mayor wants, the
mayor gets," he said.

One elderly resident in Jamaica, Queens, said
higher water bills, coming on top of higher electric
rates, are going make her life even tougher fiscally.

"The electric, the gas and now the water," said
the 76-year-old, who would reveal only her first
name, Joanna,

"I live by myself and I'm scared and I have no
money to go anywhere. I still watch TV and the
lights are never on and I don't eat too much. It's not
only hard for me. It's hard for everyone."

Additional reporfing by Melissa Jane Kronfeld
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Service
Directions,
Inc. (8DI) Is an
. award-winning
= provider of
laundry room design and management services to
thousands of buildings throughout the New York tri-state
area. We do more than just provide washers and dryers, we
provide custom-designed laundry room solutions... with
leading-edge technology... and a dedication io superior

service that's guided our growth for more than 50 years

800-945-WASH (9274)
www.servicedirections.com
219 Riverdale Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10705

State
CHEMICAL

Compactor Odors? We will eliminate them!
Ask about DR2000, Automatic Drain System

Howard Appel
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Regional MVP, '03 & '05
President's Club Member

1930-10 Sunrise Highway, Merrick, NY 11566
Cell: (516) 445-9324




FEDERAL PUMP CORP.

Manufacturer of: Service & Installations on:

¢ Condensate & Boiler feed » Vacuum Systems
Systems ¢ HW Circulating Pumps

¢ Sump & Sewage Pumpse Condenser Water

» End Suction Pumps Pumps

» Horiz. Split Case Pumpse Chilled Water Pumps

Water Booster  « Boiler Feed & Cond.
Systems Pumps
¢ Roof Tank Systems o Sump & Sewage
Pumps

P. 718-451-2000 P. 718-629-0220

F. 718-629-0367 F. 718-451-0301
N.Y. MANUFACTURER SINCE 1927 FOR THE
BUILDING, PLUMBING AND HVAC TRADES

FOR RELIABLE, EFFICIENT SERVICE, CALL:

Metro Pest Control, Inc.
The Apartment Building Specialists

70-09 73" Place, Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 803-0000
Same Day Emergency Service
Uniformed & Licensed Technicians

Manhattan Chapter Meeting Report
By Peter Roach and Curt Bergeest

The Meeting got off to a rough start (Monday,
April 28). The weather was very nasty and the
scheduled speaker from the Department of Housing
(HPD} did not show due to a scheduling conflict
beyond our control.

We had a good turnout for this topic, It was
unfortunate that this topic could not be discussed,
but Peter Grech and Peter Roach asked for topic
suggestions, and "steam" came up. Peter Grech and
Bill Aristovulos took it from there. It was very
informative, with many items covered, during
which there was a great Q & A period with all
questions answered.

Peter Grech and Bill Aristovulos took it from
there. It was very informative, with plenty of
questions and answers.

There was plenty of pizza and drinks for
everyone to enjoy. So, if you're hungry for pizza
and "super" information, come to the next meeting.
See you There!

Outside the Barre!
by Ken Campanelli, CUNY FPCM

EVERYONE'S TALKING about it but some of us
are not sure what we can personally do about it. A
passing comment on the weather these days is likely
to become a discussion on if it's warmer out than it
used to be, What I'm talking about is energy and
global warming, It is a complex topic so I must
make some generalizations for the sake of brevity
and clarity.

Wotldwide energy demand is up; supply and
production are limited so, as usual, we are all
paying more for less. Since the major source of
energy in the US is from fossil fuels, its rising
price affects the cost of virtually everything we
buy.

However, the economic strain of the fossil fuel
market is being overshadowed by the greater threat
of global warming. The correlation between man-
made CO2 (carbon dioxide) emissions and global
warming is compelling. The 1903 winner
of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry was one of the first
to warn us that excessive fossil fuel combustion
could eventually cause global warming. A hundred
years later, the effects are real. We don't even fully
understand its dynamics and its long term effect on
living species yet we proceed metrily along,

Even in the very unlikely chance that human-
made emissions are not a significant contributor to
global warming, we have only one planet soitisa
gamble we can't afford to lose. Nature and the
physical laws can be very unforgiving and, as
scientists know, many physical processes are not
reversible, especially one of this magnitude. The
U.S. alone, in 2006, spewed out 15,567,200,000,000
lbs. of CO2 equivalents according to the
government's Energy Information Administration.
CO2 equivalents are a compilation of several gases
that promote global warming, The US, with only
about 5% of the world's population, account for
approximately 25% of worldwide CO2 emissions.

When you turn on a light in your home, a typical
power plant burns fossil fuel to produce the



electricity to power your light bulb. When the fossil
fuel is burned, the carbon in the fuel combines with
oxygen in the air to produce CO2 gas. This gas is
then emitted into the atmosphere. This is typical of
all fossil fuel-burning technologies. We burn fossil
fuels to produce electricity, to power our cars,
trains, planes, ships, to heat our homes, and on and
on. They are called fossil fuels because they
originated from decomposing organic matter
millions of years ago. The limited supply of these
carbon-based fuels exists naturally in the earth in
several major forms: coal, natural gas, oil.

Although there are emissions-free alternatives to
fossil fuels such as nuclear energy, many citizens
are unconvinced of their safety and are not sure we
have a workable plan to address their waste
products. For now, the most cost effective &
environmentally friendly way to help our planet is
to reduce our consumption and develop renewable
sources of energy. Currently, our electric energy use
is so intense that we need large scale power plants
to meet electric demand. If we reduce our
consumption, then smaller scale, renewable
technologies -like solar, wind, biomass, biofuels
and geothermal- can play a more significant role in
meeting energy demand. It is a complex topic and I
would write more but I am running out of energy.
Stay tuned for future issues of this newsletter and 1
will keep adding to our shared understanding of our
gnergy options,
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KEW FOREST | h\( AMAINTENANCE SUPPLY

As of January, 59-16 Broadway, Woodside NY 11377
(718)205-5300 Fax: - 3459
Sanitary Maintenance Supplies, Cleaning Chemicals, Floor &
Carpet Cleaning Equipt., Complete On-Premise Repair Dept.,
Hardware, Plumbing, Electrical Supplies and Housekeeping
Supplies, Janitorial Supplies, Paper Products, Toilet Tissue,
Paper Towels, Plastic Bags, Marble Maintenance Supplies &
Equipment -- (718) 268-0040 (718) 268-0940-1
kewforestmain@aol.com www.kewforest.com
Fax: (718) 263-5508kewfcrestmain@aol.com

www,kewforest.com

NEW YORK
PLUMBING HEATING COOLING CORP.
NYC Master Licansed Plumber # 1354
87-71 Lefferts Boulevard, Queens, NY 11418

(718) 441-6800 & 7400 Fax (718) 849-2905
(212) 496-9191 info@nyplumbing.com

Service 24/7 o Including Holidays
Member NFPA VISA and MasterCard accepted
www.nyplumbing.us

«Chutes and Compactors
sKitchen Exhaust Hoods

oDryer Vents/Exhausts
sAir Duct Systems

Tel: 718-824-6591
Toll Free: 866-56-CLEAN

INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUFIONS, IHC.

MITCHELL GROSS
President

BRADBERN LIGHTING COMPANY
ANLEN SUPPLY CORPORATION

Lighting and Electrical Supplies
Chemicals and Plastic Liners

40 Pawnee Drive
Commack, N.Y. 11725

(631) 543-2655
Fax (631) 543-0243

8: Branch

?"‘»T(ERAT 0N SERVICTES
abreatotischar  sae (37

Michael Caputo
Asst, V.P, of Restoration Services
212.244.8441 917.251.0491
212.244.3131

101 Colin Drive, Ste, 3, Holbrook, NY 11741
261 W, 35th ot., Ste 403, New York, NY 10001

www.branchrestoration.com
One call for:

Fire & Water Damage Restoration
Asbestos & Lead Abatement
Mold Remediation
Soot & Smoke Removal
Oil spill Cleanup/Tank Removal
Hazardous Material Remediation
Construction/Renovation

At yaur Service 24/7
800-727-4427
Long Island, NYC, NJ and FL




INTERCOM - MAILBOX - CCTV
ACCESS CONTROL - ENGRAVING

Since 1948 —sales, service & installations

Academy Mailbox & Infercom Co., Inc.
120-10 15™ Ave. Queens, NY 11356
718-539-1000 — www.academymailbox.com

Matthew Arnold, Pres.

Manufacturers' Representative of
Quality Plumbing, Heating and
Cooling Equipment

REENCO

ALES INC

25 Woodhull Ct., Northport, NY 11768
Phone; 631-754-0782

Serving Long Island, Metro NY, Westchester Co. & N. New Jerse

Heating & Cooling Specialists

Project/Plan Analysis Radiant Material Quotation Technical
Support/Job Site Assistance Commsrcial/Residential Plan Sizing
Representing:
APV ~ Beckett Commercial ~ Burnhiam ~ Calefft ~ Granby ~
Grundfos ~ Gustafson ~ Haydon ~ LUX ~ New Yorker ~ Rheem ~

Solar Heat ~ SuperStor ~ Unico ~ Zurn

ATLANTIS

SECURITY,INT.
John Neos, President
214-10A 42nd Ave. Bayside NY 11361
Tel: (718) 229-5900 or (718) 767-6900
Fax: (718) 229-5907
Intercoms, Mailboxes, CCTYV,
Access Control &Entrance Doors
ineos(@atlantissecurityinc.com
www.atlantissecurityine..com

ANDREA BUNIS
MANAGEMENT, INC.

www.andreabunismgmt.com

REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT
212-302-5544

A Short Guide to Lamp and Ballast Disposal

From GE Learning Central {(an excerpt)

Submitted by Robert Nadel, Vice President

Energy and Lighting Systems, Ltd., Brooklyn, New
York

THE MOST EFFICACIOUS LAMPS in use today
are fluorescent and high intensity discharge (HID)
lamps that contain small amounts of mercury
(measured in milligrams) necessary for efficient
light generation. Because of the mercury content,
the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and individual States regulate the disposal of
mercury-containing lamps. States may have more
stringent regulations than the US EPA.

The disposal of lamps as solid waste is regulated
under the Resource Conser-vation & Recovery Act
(RCRA). Since the 1990 date of lamp regulation
under RCRA, GE and other lamp manufacturers
have greatly reduced mercury content in lamps. GE
developed EcoluxR lamps that have over 85% less
mercury content than the older lamp designs. All
GE Ecolux lamps pass TCLP, most have a green
etch monogram, and all have the suffix "ECO"
added to the Catalog Product Description. The end
user may use manufacturer's data for RCRA
hazardous waste determination.

We are all aware that the decision made by
others to use products that have a greater impact on
the environment affect us all. This awareness and
efforts to do less harm to the environment have
organizations waving the "green" flag. But, is this
enough to overcome the higher cost of
environmentally conscious products?

Ultimately, overcoming resistance to higher
environmental "first costs" boils down to the
willingness of companies to spend more initially to
curb environmental impact and pay less life cycle
costs vs. paying a lower initial cost for products
with higher life cycle costs. Yet, many facilities
managers and staff don't look beyond first-cost
numbers or understand the life-cycle cost of what
they purchase for their facilities. Furthermore, they
think that by having the lowest initial cost, they are
providing a service to those who are paying the
bills. But, they do not take info account the many
other variables associated with that decision.

Even if companies have environmental initiatives
and money, their dysfunctional organizational
structures may impede the advancement of these
very initiatives. This is mostly due to safeguards put



